Ambiguity is a virtue for the Japanese. 

If people make fun of you for being vague, 
then be ambiguous in no uncertain terms. 
And no, that's not a contradiction. We 
should be assertive, boldly and fearlessly, 
without apology, of everything we're being 
noncommittal about. Then maybe we'll 
sound a little more reassuring. 


—Hiroyukl Take/ 


Unconventional author/artist Hiroyuki Takei began his 
career by winning the coveted Hop Step Award (for new 
manga artists) and the Osamu Tezuka Award (named after 
the famous artist of the same name). After working as an 
assistant to famed artist Nobuhiro Watsuki, Takei debuted 
in Weekly Shonen Jump in 1997 with Butsu Zone, an 
action series based on Buddhist mythology. His multi- 
cultural adventure manga Shaman King, which debuted 
in 1998, became a hit and was adapted into an anime TV 
series. Takei lists Osamu Tezuka, American comics and 
robot anime among his many influences. 
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Amidamaru 

“The Fiend” 
Amidamaru was, in 
life, a samurai of such 
skill and ferocity that 
he was a veritable 
one-man army. Now 
he is Yoh’s loyal, and 
formidable, spirit ally. 


Tokagero 
The ghost of a 
bandit slain by 
Amidamaru. 
He is now 
Ryu’s spirit ally. 


Eliza 
Faust’s late wife. 


Manta Oyamada 
A high-strung 

boy with a huge 
dictionary. He has 
enough sixth sense 
to see ghosts, but 
not enough to 
control them. 


Bason 

Ren’s spirit ally 

is the ghost of a 
fearsome warlord 
from ancient 
China. 


Kororo 
Horohoro’s spirit 
ally is one of the 
little nature spirits 


“WA that the Ainu call 
Pairs: Koropokkur. 
K\ ar ee 


Mic & 
Pascual Abaj 
Joco’s jaguar 
spirit ally and 
the ghost of an 
Indio shaman. 


Yoh Asakura 
Outwardly carefree 
and easygoing, 
Yoh bears a great 
responsibility as 
heir to a long line of 
Japanese shamans. 


“Wooden 
Sword” Ryu 

On a quest to find 
his Happy Place. 
Along the way, he 
became a shaman. 


Faust VIII 

A creepy German 
doctor and 
necromancer who 
is now Yoh’s ally. 


Anna Kyoyama 
Yoh’s butt-kicking 
fiancée. Anna is an 
itako, a traditional 
Japanese village 
shaman. 


Tao Ren 
A powerful 
shaman and 
the scion of 
the ruthless 
Tao Family. 


Horohoro 

An Ainu 
shaman whose 
Over Soul 
looks like a 
snowboard. 


Joco 
Ashaman 
who uses 
humor as a 
weapon. 
Or tries to. 


Morphea 


Marco’s spirit ally 


Spirit of Fire 
One of the five 
4 High Spirits, and 
Hao’s spirit ally. 


Golem 
Ludsev’s robotic 
spirit ally. 


Dr. Munzer 
The Golem’s 
creator and Ludsev 


He was murdered 
by Joco and is 
Ny Now a ghost. 


Val 


& Zeruel A young shaman 
Lyserg's poppy with a vendetta 
fairy and his against Hao. 
new Angel. 
Michael Marco 
An Angel. The captain of 


} and Salerm’s father. 


Lyserg 


the X-LAWS. 


Hao | 

An enigmatic 
figure who 
calls himself the 
“Future King.” 


Ludsev 

A boy who 
joined the 
Shaman Fight to 
find his father’s 
murderer. 


Salerm 
Ludsev’s 
emotionless 
sister. 


THE STORY THUS FAR 

Yoh Asakura not only sees dead people, he talks and fights with them, 
too. That's because Yoh is a shaman, a traditional holy man able to 
interact with the spirit world. Yoh is now a competitor in the Shaman 
Fight, a tournament held every SOO years to decide who will become 


the Shaman King and shape humanity’s future. 

Ludsev and his sister Salerm use the powerful Golem to avenge 
themselves on Joco for the murder of their father. But Joco goes 
to the spirit world of the Indios and returns with amazing new powers. 
Soon he is locked in mortal combat with the Golem, but before either 
can finish off the other, Anna arrives with a plan of her own. 
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LOOK 
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